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of its being the first Christian kingdom, and of its
having* in its Archbishop the chief ecclesiastic of
the whole land, was a conquered kingdom, the
property at one time of Wessex, at another of
jVIercia." The South Saxons, our Sussex, had kings
and dukes fitfully, and the territory was included
in Wessex. The East Saxons, our Essex, had
kings nominally, but belonged usually to Mercia.
East Anglia was in a somewhat similar position,
but held out for independence with much pertinacity
and success till long after Alcuin's time. The year
828, a quarter of a century after Alcuin's death, saw
the final defeat of Mercia by Ecgbert of Wessex,
who had spent fifteen years in exile at the Court
of Charlemagne in Alcurn's time, from 787 to 802,
when he succeeded to the vacant throne of Wessex
by a very remote claim, as great-great-grand-
nephew of the famous king Ina. No doubt he
learned in those strenuous years, under the tutelage
of Karl, the lessons of war which brought him into
dominance here, another link between Karl and
England which passes almost entirely unrecognized.
The year 829 saw the peaceful submission of the
great men of Northumbria to Eegberfc, at Dore,
in Derbyshire, and their recognition of him as their
overlord. The mistake of supposing that Ecgbert
thus became sole king of England as a single king-
dom is now exploded; but he was, roughly speaking,
master of the whole, and as time went on the petty
kings and kinglets disappeared. The time which
this process occupied was not short. The thirty-first
king of Northtunbria was reigning in Ecgbert's
time, when his thegns made submission to Ecgbert;
but fifteen more kings reigned in Northumbria, till